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BY PETER JESSERER SMITH

WEBSTER, New York — What 

difference does a Catholic school 

make during the COVID-19 pan-
demic? 

“It’s a lifesaver,” Kerri Kiniorski, 

a parent to three children attending 

St. Rita School in Webster, New 

York, told the Register. In early 

2020, when the newly arrived 

COVID-19 pandemic shut down in-
person teaching in New York’s 

schools, Kiniorski tried managing 

having three kids at home, trying to 

keep them on track learning virtu-
ally, while they also struggled with 

not being able to see their friends or 

go anywhere. “There were a lot of tears,” Kin-
iorski said. “I had a countdown 

going” for St. Rita’s return to in-per-
son classes, she added. “Being in 

front of the screen was not the same 

as being in the classroom.”Since this past fall, her children 

have enjoyed the return to in-person 

learning five days a week, while their 

public-school counterparts continue 

to juggle a mix of in-person and vir-
tual learning. 

Catholic Schools WeekLooking at Catholic education 

during Catholic Schools Week 2021, 

Catholic schools on the whole have 

experienced a year like no other — 

more than 200 closed their doors per-
manently by summer 2020 — but 

many have found a way to thrive 

thanks to generous support from 

Catholics and hard work by teachers, 

staff and administrators to keep Cath-
olic education going. St. Rita Catholic School is one of 

the bright spots. The school’s admin-
istrators put in place a plan to safely 

resume in-person teaching for pre-K3 

through fifth grade. They now have 

165 students in socially-distanced 

classrooms and a waiting list. 
Many local families are looking 

for Catholic schools because the local 

public-school districts are not offer-
ing full in-person class instruction 

Monday through Friday, but a combi-
nation of in-person and virtual class 

formats that force parents to impro-
vise work schedules to adapt.

“Our enrollment is increasing,” 

Mary Ellen Wagner, St. Rita’s princi-
pal, told the Register. The school has upgraded technol-

ogy, providing students with laptop 

computers and streaming the in-per-
son classroom to approximately a 

dozen virtual learners, students who 

have family members at higher risk of 

negative effects from COVID-19.
Having both in-person and virtual 

learning, however, is a bigger lift for 

teachers than it sounds. Teachers 

have to prepare and execute their les-
sons, with two groups of learners in 

mind for each class, navigating the 

challenges of instruction, classroom 

discipline and grading in both in-per-
son and virtual settings. “We can do it, but it is more work,” 

Wagner said, explaining why the 

school would most likely switch to in-
person-only instruction once the pan-
demic had passed. Still, she has been 

pleased at how they have risen to the 

challenge.
“Our teachers are amazing and 

accomplish just about whatever they 

set their minds to,” she said.
Worst YearSt. Rita’s success comes as Cath-

olic schools have faced perhaps 

their worst year as a whole. Annie 

Smith, director of research and data 

management at the National Catho-
lic Education Association, told the 

Register that more than 200 Catho-
lic schools closed this past summer. 

“That’s more than double than 

usual,” Smith said.Enrollment overall had also 

dropped 6.5% in summer 2020, 

Smith added, explaining that the 

annual decreases are usually more 

likely 1%-2%.  “Elementary schools 

are impacted more than high 

schools,” she said. “And it’s across the country. 

Only a few states saw increased 

enrollment.”
However, Smith said that Catholic 

schools thriving in this environment 

have benefited from teachers, staff 

and parents working closely together 

to carry out Catholic education safely 

in the pandemic. Smith said that Catholic schools 

on the whole have been able to reopen 

in-person education (with the excep-
tion of California, where schools 

remain closed) much more quickly 

than their public-school counter-
parts. 

“That’s been really great,” she 

said, adding that the flexibility of 

offering a virtual option “has been 

really helpful.”

Planning Is KeyTimothy Fletcher, vice principal 

at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Cath-
olic School in Carmel, Indiana, said 

the school has been blessed to have 

in-person instruction this school 

year “from Day One.” The school’s 

teachers, staff, parents and pastor 

worked closely together to make 

sure Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

reopened with full in-person 

instruction. 
The administration staff also 

worked with a team of experts, 

including local doctors, to make 

sure that their plan for instruction 

was safe and effective for all 

involved and in line with state and 

Centers for Disease Control guide-
lines. 

“It hasn’t been without its chal-
lenges, but our school year has gone 

very, very well overall,” Fletcher 

said.
The school staff modified car-

pools, socially distanced the cafete-
ria, limited access points, and 

adjusted class schedules and dis-
missals to make sure there was “the 

least amount of mixing up of the 

kids.” Fletcher said the whole enter-
prise has required both a lot of 

effort “and a lot of prayer.”But consistency in following the 

plan, Fletcher added, was key. 
“We haven’t had to make big 

adjustments,” he said, saying they 

have made small improvements 

each day. “I’d say by now, we’re very 

proficient in this.” 
Comprehensive PlanIn Mandeville, Louisiana, Our 

Lady of the Lake Roman Catholic 

School has also found success in 

returning to in-person schooling 

after developing a comprehensive 

plan. The school has also made use 

of technology to both integrate vir-
tual learners in its classrooms, but 

also to hold school assemblies. 

Instead of all the school’s students 

mixing together, one classroom 

leads the school assembly, which is 

then livestreamed into the other 

classrooms. 
Alice Snee, the school’s curricu-

lum coordinator, told the Register 

that virtual technology has been 

key in helping move along educa-
tion, in the event that either the 

class or the teacher needs to self-
isolate due to potential exposure to 

COVID. 
If the class needs to self-isolate, 

students can continue their classes 

virtually, and if the teacher needs to 

self-isolate, the students can be 

seated in class while the teacher 

streams in the lesson from their 

home, with a substitute teacher 

helping to administer the materials. 
“We like to think the way we’ve 

set up the technology and the plan-
ning that the instruction is as excel-
lent as always,” Snee said.  Connie Hunley, who teaches 

kindergarten at Our Lady of the 

Lake, told the Register that the 

experience of teaching has been 

“very different,” especially having 

done it now from home and the 

classroom. “One way my teaching is 

affected by virtual learning is [lack 

of] the in-person instant gratifica-
tion of watching a child succeed. 

Another is the teachable moments 

you have when you least expect it,” 

she said. “It’s those in-person 

moments that add a special spark to 

teaching.”
Still, she said even with the chal-

lenges of virtual teaching, it’s 

“always rewarding to see the chil-
dren learn new skills and be suc-
cessful.” 

“Anytime there is a challenge, I 

stop and tell myself how lucky we 

are to actually be at school in a 

classroom,” Hunley added. “It truly 

keeps me going every day.” Forward in FaithMary Pat Donohue, executive 

director of the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops’ Secretariat for 

Catholic Education, told the Reg-
ister that the COVID-19 pandemic 

has shown how essential Catholic 

schools are to “integral formation 

of the person.”“Our kids need to be in spaces 

that have been defined this way, 

with a community of other learn-
ers, to reflect the tradition of the 

Christian community,” she said.
She said Catholics can help by 

advocating for state and federal 

educational money to help stu-
dents.

William McGurn, a Catholic 

columnist, echoed this view in 

The Wall Street Journal, saying 

President Joe Biden, who bene-
fited from Catholic schools that 

served working-class families, 

should endeavor to support them. 
“During the pandemic, Ameri-

ca’s Catholic schools are provid-
ing a similar lifeline to hundreds 

of thousands of children who 

would otherwise be out of class 

and losing ground,” he said. 
McGurn noted many parents 

are turning to Catholic schools 

because too many public schools 

have left them in the lurch — and 

for working-class families, a 

school voucher can mean a world 

of difference for their children. 
“Don’t parents deserve the 

option of a school that will put 

their children first, just as Mr. 

Biden’s did?” McGurn said. Commitment NeededIn the meantime, Donohue said 

Catholics can also do what they can 

at the level of the local Church to 

make sure everything is done, such 

as streamlining administrative 

costs or looking at different models, 

to keep those schools going. 
“It requires a commitment on 

the part of the diocese and the 

part of parishioners,” she said, 

particularly in making sure the 

Church fulfills its preferential 

option for the poor, by supporting 

the rural and urban schools that 

are among the “hardest hit.”
At St. Rita in Webster, Kiniorski 

said she is grateful for in-person 

Catholic education, and she sees the 

positive impact it has had on her 

children during the pandemic. 
“I can’t say enough good things 

[about St. Rita],” she said. “They’ve 

really risen to the occasion, and it’s 

phenomenal.”
Peter Jesserer Smith is a Register staff writer. 

Editor’s Note: Some Register staff 
have family members associated with schools profiled.
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THE TRUTH.

     Spread 

Catholic Schools Shine a Light 
Amid Pandemic Struggles

AT SCHOOL. Parents are grateful for in-person instruction at parochial 

schools during the COVID crisis. Students at St. Rita School in Webster, 

New York, make use of digital technology that connects in-person learn-

ers with their distance-learning peers. St. Rita staff perform temperature 

checks on students before they enter the building. Courtesy of St. Rita School

BY L AURETTA BROWN

S T A F F  W R I T E R

WASHINGTON — On his first 

day in office, President Joseph Biden 

set the tone for his administration’s 

actions on the transgender issue 

with an executive order barring dis-

crimination based on gender iden-

tity. It was followed shortly by an 

order allowing those seeking a 

change from their biological sex to 

serve in the military. 

Religious freedom and legal 

experts have voiced concerns over 

these actions. Athletes and many 

with privacy concerns have also 

complained, arguing that these 

steps ignore the right to privacy and 

fair competitions.

Biden’s Day One executive order 

declared that “it is the policy of my 

administration to prevent and com-

bat discrimination on the basis of 

gender identity or sexual orienta-

tion.” This includes in his under-

standing of that “access to the rest-

room, the locker room, or school 

sports” as well as protection against 

workplace discrimination due to 

lack of conformity “to sex-based 

stereotypes” and the ability “to 

access health care and secure a roof 

over their heads without being sub-

jected to sex discrimination.” 

The U.S. bishops spoke out 

against Biden’s order shortly after 

its release. 

Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New 

York, the chairman of the U.S. Con-

ference of Catholic Bishops’ Com-

mittee for Religious Liberty; Arch-

BY JOAN FR AWLEY DESMOND 

S E N I O R  E D I T O R

CHICAGO — The series of 

tweets from Cardinal Blase Cupich 

of Chicago began shortly after the 

Jan. 20 inauguration of President 

Joe Biden, a historic event also 

marked by a statement from the 

U.S. bishops framing the new Cath-

olic commander in chief’s advocacy 

of abortion and related policies as 

“moral evils.”  

“Today, the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops issued an ill-con-

sidered statement on the day of 

President Biden’s inauguration,” 

read Cardinal Cupich’s first tweet.

In three additional posts, the 

cardinal asserted that there was “no 

precedent” for a USCCB statement 

criticizing a new U.S. president and 

that its release revealed “internal 

institutional failures that … must be 

addressed.”

He said he looked “forward to 

contributing” to that reckoning, so 

that the bishops could return to the 

work of building up “the unity of 

the Church” and “healing our 

nation in this moment of crisis.”

The tweets were a call to arms 

for his brother bishops, but no other 

U.S. bishop took up the gauntlet, at 

least not publicly. 

Indeed, while the cardinal’s 

intervention on social media con-

firmed his preference for finding 

common ground with Catholic pol-

iticians like Biden, experts told the 

Register that the tweets also 

revealed a tendency to confront 

brother bishops who disagreed with 

his views — a pattern that has 

earned the Chicago archbishop few 

episcopal allies. 

“He is outside the mainstream,” 

said Russell Shaw, a former spokes-

man for the U.S. bishops’ confer-

ence who has charted the progress 

of conference leaders and the 

author, most recently, of Eight Popes 

and the Crisis of Modernity. 

“No doubt, there have been 

other bishops over the years who 

have shared his sentiments about 

reforming the conference, but I 

can’t think of anyone who has so 

consistently felt he was called to 

share his feelings with the rest of 
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Cardinal Cupich’s Conundrum

Inauguration Day  

Tweets Show Him 

Alone Among

 US Bishops OUTSPOKEN CARDINAL. Cardinal Blase Cupich, archbishop of Chicago, 

attends a closing Mass during ‘The Protection of Minors in the Church’ 

meeting at the Regia Hall on Feb. 24, 2019, in Vatican City. Last month, he 

tweeted his criticism of a Jan. 20 USCCB statement. Franco Origlia / Getty Images

Lenten Resolution: Read the Bible 

With Father Mike Schmitz

Minnesota Priest Hosts The Bible in a Year Podcast

With more than 6 million cumu-

lative downloads and weeks in the 

first spot of the Apple podcast 

charts, Ascension’s The Bible in a 

Year podcast, hosted by Father 

Mike Schmitz and featuring Cath-

olic apologist Jeff Cavins, has 

supplanted many secular news 

syndicate podcasts with true “Good 

News.” 

In this daily, 18- to 20-minute 

podcast, the Minnesota priest takes 

on the task of reading through the 

entire Bible in a set of 365 segments. 

Father Schmitz is no rookie to the 

podcasting world. Since 2015, he has 

been working on video and audio 

recordings with Ascension Presents 

while serving in his Diocese of 

Duluth. Yet this new project has 

captured the interest and hearts of 

many listeners. He recently spoke 

with Register correspondent Kath-

ryn Wallice about the concept, the 

process and the need to delve 

deeper into Scripture, especially as 

Lent begins.

As we enter into Lent, many of us 

will be looking for a special devotion 

or way to pray in an intentional way 

over the next 40 days. Is there some-

thing you would say to those who are 

praying (or starting) with The Bible 

in a Year podcast in this season?

Welcome to the journey! I would 

tell new listeners that they are so 

incredibly welcome to join us as we 

let God’s word shape our hearts and 

minds. You can start with Day 1 or 

jump in for the latest episode. ... 

Either way, I pray that you hear 

BIBLE-READER. In his daily, 18- to 

20-minute podcast, Minnesota 

priest Father Mike Schmitz takes on 

reading through the entire Bible in a 

set of 365 segments. Ascension 

CONTINUES ON PAGE 6

Quote of the Week

“We must pray and fast that the president 

will cease attempting to confuse people 

about Catholic teaching by trampling on the 

sanctity of human life while presenting 

himself as a devout Catholic.”

— Archbishop Joseph Naumann, Nation, page 3
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Guide to Lent
Living the Penitential Season Well

WHAT IS LENT?

BY CL AIRE DW YE R

Lent is a season marked by purifi cation and penance in prepara-

tion for the summit of the entire liturgical year: the sacred Easter 

Triduum of the passion and resurrection of the Lord.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and consists of 40 days of fasting 

and prayer. (Sundays are excluded.)

It is the time when the faithful, through sacrifi ce and mortifi cation, 

prepare to renew their baptismal promises, or, in the case of cat-

echumens, prepare for the sacraments of initiation, through the Rite 

of Election, scrutinies and catechesis.

The Church Fathers, including St. Leo the Great and St. Cyril of Alex-

andria, indicated that Lent had been observed since the time of the 

apostles, although it did not become regularized until after Chris-

tianity was legalized in 313. By the end of the fourth century, the 

40-day period of Lent existed as a specifi c time of Easter preparation 

constituted by increased prayer and fasting.

Did You Know?

This season of penance leading up to Easter is called Quadragesima in Latin, which means 

“Fortieth.” The word “Lent” comes from the Anglo-Saxon word lencten, meaning “spring.”

Signs and Symbols

■ The 40-day timeframe of Lent 

is no arbitrary number. 

Biblically, the No. 40 has always 

had a special signifi cance regard-

ing preparation and denotes a 

period of time that leads to some-

thing extraordinary:

✝ Noah endured the rains for 40 days during the 

Flood.

✝ Moses stayed on Mount Sinai and fasted for 40 

days and 40 nights as he prepared to receive the Ten 

Commandments.

✝ The Jews wandered for 40 years in the desert 

before arriving in the Promised Land.

✝ The prophet Elijah fasted for 40 days on Mount 

Horeb.

✝ Most importantly, Jesus himself fasted for 40 days 

before beginning his public ministry.

✝ “By the solemn 40 days of Lent the Church unites 

herself each year to the mystery of Jesus in the des-

ert” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 540).

■ The use of ashes on

Ash Wednesday also has

biblical origins. In Scrip-

ture, ashes symbolize

mourning, mortality and

penance — all things to

keep in the forefront of

our thoughts, prayers and practices during

Lent.

✝ It was common practice for a penitent sin-

ner or city to return to God in sackcloth and 

ashes, as seen in such books of the Bible as 

Esther, Daniel, Jonah and Job.

✝ Jesus himself said, “If the miracles worked 

in you had taken place in Tyre and Sidon, they 

would have repented in sackcloth and ashes 

long ago” (Matthew 11:21).

✝ The practice of dressing in sackcloth and 

ashes as a sign of conversion and sorrow for 

sins continued in early Christianity. At times 

in the early Church, the priest would sprinkle 

ashes on the foreheads of the faithful as they 

were leaving confession.
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“The annual Lenten season is the fitting time 

to climb the holy mountain of Easter.” 

— Ceremonial of Bishops

Ash Wednesday marks the 

beginning of the Lenten season. 

Traditionally, the faithful receive 

ashes in the shape of a cross 

on their foreheads to mark the 

entrance of the “time established 

for the purifi cation of their souls. … 

It signifi es the human condition of 

the sinner, who seeks to express his 

guilt before the Lord in an exterior 

manner, and by doing so express his 

interior conversion, led on by the 

confi dent hope that the Lord will be 

merciful.” — Ceremonial of Bishops

The ashes used on Ash Wednes-

day come from the blessed palms 

from the prior year’s Palm Sunday 

celebration. The ashes are blessed, 

mixed with holy water, and used to 

mark the foreheads of the faithful 

with the words, “Turn away from 

sin and be faithful to the Gospel,” 

or “Remember, you are dust, and 

to dust you shall return.”

Suggested Sacrifi ces to Make During Lent

■ Don’t buy anything you don’t need; use the saved money for 

almsgiving.

■ Forgo soft drinks, desserts or other sweets.

■ Give up coffee.

■ Refrain from eating between meals or after dinner.

■ Omit eating out.

■ Cut out social media, television, radio and podcasts and fi nd 

time for silence.

■ Reject the snooze button. Get up early to pray.

Claire Dwyer blogs at EventheSparrow.com and works for the Avila Foundation from her home in Phoenix, where she lives with her husband and their six children.

“What do the scars of Christ teach us? They teach us 

that life is a struggle: that our condition of a final 

resurrection is exactly the same as his; that unless there 

is a cross in our lives, there will never be an empty tomb; 

that unless there is a Good Friday, there will never be an 

Easter Sunday; that unless there is a crown of thorns, 

there will never be a halo of light; and that unless we 

suffer with him, we shall not rise with him.”

— Archbishop Fulton Sheen

PENANCES

Suggested Spiritual Practices and 

Disciplines to Add During Lent

■ Daily Mass

■ Daily Mass readings

■ Holy Hour once a week

■ Spiritual reading

■ Daily Divine Mercy Chaplet

■ Daily Rosary or decade of the Rosary, particularly 

the Sorrowful Mysteries

Walking With Jesus

The Stations of the Cross is a particularly appropriate 

devotion for Lent.

SHUTTERSTOCK

SHUTTERSTOCK

UNSPLASH

SHUTTERSTOCK

SHUTTERSTOCK

SHUTTERSTOCK

Jesus Is Condemned to Death
Jesus Bears His Cross

Jesus Falls the First Time
Jesus Meets His 

Affl icted Mother

Simon Helps Jesus Carry 

His Cross

Veronica Wipes the 

Face of Jesus

Jesus Falls the Second Time
Jesus Speaks to the 

Holy Women

Jesus Falls the Third Time
Jesus Is Stripped of 

His Garments

Jesus Is Nailed to the Cross
Jesus Dies on the Cross

Jesus Is Taken Down 

From the Cross

Jesus Is Laid in the Tomb

To pray the Stations of the Cross with devotions written by Mother Angelica, visit https://bit.ly/3axjINX.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS IMAGES SHUTTERSTOCK

A PARTICULARLY LENTEN SACRAMENT

The faithful are especially 

encouraged to make use of the 

sacrament of penance, or con-

fession, more frequently during 

Lent. During this season of 

conversion, it is wise to make 

greater use of the sacrament 

since it is one of the greatest 

means of conversion.

For an examination of 

conscience and act of 

contrition, see https://

bit.ly/2MTerbi and https://

bit.ly/3cKJ1ia.

The Colors of Lent

The color violet or purple is the primary color 

used in the Lenten season. It represents repen-

tance as well as the royalty of Christ.

For the Fourth Sunday of Lent, Laetare Sunday, 

rose vestments are worn as a sign of joy, antici-

pating Easter.

Red, symbolizing the shedding of blood, is used 

on Palm Sunday, to commemorate how Christ 

entered Jerusalem to begin his passion, and Good 

Friday.

Fasting and Abstinence

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 

are obligatory days of fasting and 

abstinence for Catholics. In addition, 

Fridays during Lent are obligatory 

days of abstinence.

For members of the Latin Catholic 

Church, the norms on fasting are 

obligatory from age 18 until age 59. 

When fasting, a person is permit-

ted to eat one full meal, as well as 

two smaller meals that together 

are not equal to a full meal. The 

norms concerning abstinence from 

meat are binding upon members of 

the Latin Catholic Church from age 

14 onwards. — U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops

“Lent is the time for greater love.”

— St. Teresa of Calcutta

‘We Die to Ourselves So That 

We May Live With God’

Catholics Prepare for Another Lent in COVID’s Shadow

BY PETER JESSERER SMITH

S T A F F  W R I T E R

While many Catholics may feel the peni-

tential season of Lent has not let up since 2020, 

the Church’s parishes are once again preparing 

amid the ongoing pandemic to help Catholics 

“turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gos-

pel.” For most Catholics, 

Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday — and just 

a little earlier for East-

ern Catholics — and 

concludes in Holy 

Week when the Church 

commemorates the 

passion, death and res-

urrection of Jesus 

Christ. The whole 

40-day season is geared 

toward helping Catho-

lics live with Christ and die to themselves as 

his disciples, through fasting, prayer and alms-

giving.

“Lent is a journey,” hastening toward the 

Day of the Cross and the Lord’s resurrection, 

Melkite Father Hezekias Carnazzo, founding 

executive director of the Virginia-based Insti-

tute of Catholic Culture, told the Register. “And 

so Christians from the earliest days have pre-

pared themselves to meet the Lord.”

“We die to ourselves, so that we may live 

with God,” the priest said. By fasting, the 

Church invites people to give a Yes to God 

even though their bodies want to say No to the 

cross. Father Carnazzo, a priest of the Eparchy 

of Newton, noted that while the Church puts in 

place minimal requirements for fasting — just 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday remain as 

obligatory fast days in the Latin Church — 

Catholics should seek to go above and beyond 

that as their health allows. 

Fasting must be accompanied by prayer, he 

added, because prayer leads the faithful to cast 

themselves on the loving mercy of the Father, 

just as the Prodigal Son did; otherwise, fasting 

becomes “the exercise of my own will rather 

than God’s.” 

And, finally, Catholics must practice alms-

giving in Lent, relieving the needs of the poor 

or tithing to the Church’s mission, recognizing 

that “God has given us everything, and the 

proper response is to give of ourselves back to 

him, so that the things that I have are the 

Lord’s.”

Father Carnazzo added, “In charitable giv-

ing, I reenact the life of God [as a communion 

of love] within my life — I take what is mine, 

and I give to others.”

At St. Raymond of Penafort Catholic 

Church in Philadelphia, the predominantly 

African American parish has a strong culture 

of discipleship and parish stewardship to make 

this Lent a spiritually enriching journey.

“We’ve been blessed to build small groups 

through the years,” said Father Chris Walsh, St. 

Raymond’s pastor. The parish has small groups 

for couples, men, women, various ages, high-

school students and young adults. 

They’re working on getting one group run-

ning that focuses on college-age adults. Some 

are in person, but most of the small groups 

meet via Zoom, where participants reflect on 

and discuss the readings for the upcoming 

Sunday Mass. 

“We’re just trying to immerse people in the 

word of God and tweaking the questions 

around hope and courage in this historic time,” 

he said, “and including a challenge, because a 

lot of people in those small groups have not 

been back at church [on Sunday] yet.” 

The theme for Lent this year is “Forward in 

Christ” with four dimensions: to worship, be 

equipped in knowledge of their faith, invite 

others to know Jesus, and share their witness. 

“Even if you’re still at home, those elements 

have to be there,” he said.

Father Walsh said he has planned his 

Lenten Sunday preaching series to focus on the 

‘TO DUST YOU SHALL RETURN.’ Filipino Catholics receive ashes during Ash Wednesday 2020 in 

Paranaque, Philippines. The Vatican recommended in 2021 that ashes be sprinkled on the head 

rather than marking the forehead due to the pandemic. Ezra Acayan/Getty Images
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Can 

Pro-Lifers 

Sway the  

President?

Analysts Say It Will 

Be Difficult, but 

Must Be Tried

BY JONATHAN LIEDL

R E G I S T E R  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

Less than a month in office, Joe 

Biden is already poised to become 

the most abortion-friendly presi-

dent in U.S. history. 

Not only has he already made 

standard pro-abortion moves for a 

Democrat assuming the office, such 

as removing restrictions on U.S. 

dollars funding abortions abroad, 

but Biden also seems intent on 

expanding abortion access to an 

unprecedented extent. 

He has expressed his commit-

ment to do away with the Hyde 

Amendment, a longtime compro-

mise measure that prevents tax-

payer dollars from paying for abor-

CONTINUES ON PAGE 6

President

Biden’s 

Transgender 

Agenda

Critics Say It 

Challenges  

Religious Freedom

CONTINUES ON PAGE 12

ROSES HONOR THE UNBORN. 

A small pro-life contingent pro-

claimed the dignity of life at the 

2021 March for Life in Washing-

ton. Pro-lifers are pushing back 

on Biden administration moves 

against life. Alex Wong/Getty Images

See related 

Lent-themed 

In Depth 

commentary, 

editorial and 

“Culture of 

Life” guide 

on pages 9, 

10 and 13.
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Sign up for WINGS, EWTN’s free weekly 
email newsletter. Go to ewtn.com/wings 

and fill out the online form.

Watch EWTN in your area! 
Go to ewtn.com and click on “Channel 

Finder” to locate our services.

Worldwide Access to a 
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LIVESTREAM AND ON DEMAND
View programs airing LIVE on any of EWTN’s 
networks by going to ewtn.com/tv/watch-live. 
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through some of the most popular digital media 
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AndroidTV and AppleTV. 
      Now you can watch EWTN anywhere, anytime 
with EWTN “On Demand.” Get over 12,000 EWTN 
programs including EWTN original movies and 
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RADIO
Can’t watch? 
On the road, at 
work, or at home, 
EWTN is available in 
both English and 
Spanish through: 
AM/FM RADIO. 

Available on 370 radio stations across the United 
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radio and online resources. To learn more, call 
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ewtn.com, or go to: ewtnmissionaries.com.

PROGRAM GUIDE
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ewtnmissionaries.com/order.
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ewtn.com/donate or by calling the EWTN Viewer 
Services Department at 1-800-447-EWTN (3986).
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DAILY MASS AND DEVOTIONALS 

Daily broadcasts from 
the EWTN Chapel 
bring Holy Mass, 
The Rosary and The Divine
Mercy Chaplet, uniting millions of 
television viewers all around the world. 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NEWS

EWTN News 
Nightly is the 
leading source 
for global news 
from a Catholic 
perspective. 

It’s the newscast viewers can turn to five 
nights a week to hear the truth. It’s an 
honest, unbiased look at the day’s events, 

highlighting exclusive live 
reports direct from the 

Vatican, Capitol Hill and 
the White House. 
     Every week from 
    Washington D.C., 

Catherine Hadro 
and a team of 
pro-life experts 
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ONLINE

PUBLISHING

CATHOLIC SURVIVAL 
GUIDE

For more information, contact Viewer Services
5817 Old Leeds Road | Irondale, AL 35210
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ONE GUTSY NUN

In 1981, Mother Angelica decided to 
“do the ridiculous, so that God could do 
the miraculous” by transforming the 
Poor Clares’ monastery garage in 
Birmingham, Alabama into a fully 
functioning Catholic television station. 
Through the prayer and financial support 
of the Poor Clare Nuns and donors alike, 

the Eternal Word 
Television Network 
(EWTN) would 
grow into the largest 
Catholic media 
network in the world.

“Do the 
ridiculous 
so God can 
do the 
miraculous”

EWTN reaches the world with a message 
of Truth, delivering Catholic programming 
and news to over 360 million TV homes in 
five languages to 145 countries. Every year 
our nine websites have over 90 million 
unique visitors and our social media 
outlets get 
more than 
three billion 
impressions.
EWTN also has a publishing 
division, and our radio
network provides free
Catholic programming to
millions of people around 
the globe. EWTN is a beacon 
of light in a world that
grows darker every
day. Though the medium 
may change, EWTN’s 
mission remains the same: Teach the 
truth of the Gospel as defined by the 
Magisterium of the Roman Catholic 
Church. With the Holy Father’s call for all 
to participate within a New Evangelization, 
EWTN is dedicated to helping people 
discover the beauty of the Catholic 
Church. We hope this “Survival Guide” 
helps you on your faith journey.

OUR EXPANDING MISSION 
FOR CHRIST’S MESSAGE

3/30/21

A PRIME TIME TO 
INSPIRE
Catholics from all walks 
of life come together 
during EWTN’s prime 

time block, be they conversion stories on The 
Journey Home with Marcus Grodi, or sharing 
topical issues with Fr. Mitch Pacwa on EWTN Live.

EXPLORING THE FAITH
Everyone can 
grow in their faith 
and explore the 
mysteries of 
Catholicism with 
shows 

like Fr. Spitzer’s Universe, Scripture 
and Tradition with Fr. Mitch Pacwa, 
Catholicism and more.

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN 
AND TEENS
Real Life Catholic, EWTN’s program 
for teens, helps young people 
address issues about their Catholic 

faith and apply them in the real world.  

      A colorful cast of characters invites 

kids to have fun while learning the 
fundamental values of their Catholic 
faith through EWTN’s children’s

programs with award-winning series such 
as Tomkin, The Catholic Cowboy, The Friar 
and My Catholic Family. 

CHURCH AND PAPAL EVENTS
No matter where the 
Holy Father travels 
to visit the faithful, 
EWTN will be there to 
provide the most 
extensive coverage of 
his Papal journeys. 

MUSIC
Series, such as In 
Concert with Jacqueline 
Leary-Warsaw, reveal 
the Church’s rich 
musical history through 
performances of both 
classical compositions and contemporary 
Catholic artists.

shine the light of truth on 
abortion, euthanasia, 
assisted suicide and the 
culture of death. EWTN 
Pro-Life Weekly. More than 
a show. A call to action. 

      For over 20 years, The World Over with 
Raymond Arroyo has been a source of faith-filled 
analysis and commentary on world events and 
powerful interviews with world leaders from 
all aspects of our culture.  
      EWTN News InDepth takes 
you behind the headlines to 
examine the important issues 
facing the faithful today, 
providing in-depth insight and 
analysis you won’t find in mainstream media. 
Hosted by Montse Alvarado.

CATHOLIC MOVIES, DOCUMENTARIES, 
AND DRAMAS 
International films 
and docudramas 
chart the history 
of the Saints and 
the Catholic faith, 

including some of EWTN’s original productions 
on The Crusades, A Wolf In Sheep’s Clothing and 
the lives of Mother Cabrini, Joan of Arc, Junipero 
Serra and Kateri Tekakwitha.

Universal Programs for a 
Universal Church


